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The Marion Institute’s Southcoast Food Palicy Council (SFPC) is guided
by a mission to connect, convene, and advocate for local food producers,
MARION INSTITUTE consumers, and community members who seek policy and systems that
SOUTHCOAST FOOD  grrengthen our regional food system, improve community health, and
POLICY COUNCIL eliminate food insecurity. There are currently more than 300 members of
the council, who represent community-based organizations, food relief and
social service agencies, institutions, philanthropy, and food entrepreneurs
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@ Marion Institute's Southcoast Food Policy Council

Coastal Foodshed
The mission of Coastal Foodshed (CFS) is to strengthen the local food econ-
CDASTAI_ amy by making it easier for growers to sell, and consumers to buy healthy,

L FUDDSHED affordable, local foods. Coastal Foodshed works to increase public aware-
ness and knowledge of health, nutrition, and sustainable agriculture, and
to improve access to food. CFS aggregates, transports, distributes, sells, and
promaotes local food through four main programs: Mew Bedford Farmers
Markets, Mobile Farm Stand, Virtual Market, Learn to Love Local.

Southeastern Massachusetts Agricultural Partnership X B a > ’ CO aSt

~BANK

415 5,

o, The Southeastern Massachusetts Agricultural Partnership (SEMAP) is ded-
@ icated to preserving and expanding access to local food and sustainable
\SE MAP farming through research and education. As one of nine “buy local” groups

—_—

in Massachusetts, SEMAP supports area farmers through resource shar-
_ ing, networking events, legislative advocacy and technical assistance to
T ——— navigate regulatory requirements like the Food Safety Modernization Act
[FSMA).




SFPC Community Advisory

Board
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* Adele Sands, Bristol County Agricultural High School

* John “Buddy” Andrade, Old Bedford Village
Development Corp.

* Christine Sullivan, Coastline Elderly

* Courtney Shea, Southcoast Health

* Dale Leavitt Ph.D., Roger Williams University

* Darlene Dymsza, RDLDN, Greater New Bedford
Community Health Center

* David Perry, Greater Fall River Community Food Pantry

* Deirdre Healy, UMass Dartmouth Office Leduc Center
for Civic Engagement

* Emily Breen, Massachusetts Community Health
and Healthy Aging Funds

* Erin Hovan, Rochester Resident

* Fran Hutchison, Massachusetts Senior Action Council

* Gioia Maria Persuitte, MPA, New Bedford Health
Department

* lan Abreu, City of New Bedford

* |van Brito, M.O. L.I.LF.E,, Inc.

@ SOUTHCOAST
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Jacob Miller, Senator Mark Montigny

James McKeag, Mass Development

Jowaun Gamble, Community Youth Empowerment
Karen Schwalbe, SEMAP

Leimary Llopiz, YWCA Southeastern MA

Lisa Rahn, YMCA Southcoast

Marissa Perez-Dormitzer, Greater New Bedford
Regional Refuse Management District

Pam Kuechler, PACE

Peter Muise, Resident of Marion, Massachusetts

Rob Shaheen, New Bedford Public Schools

Sarah Labossiere, City of Fall River

Stephanie Perks, Coastal Foodshed

Stephanie Taylor, Martha's Vineyard Vegan Society Inc.
Victoria Grasela, United Way of Greater New Bedford
Wendy Garf-Lipp, United Neighbors of Fall River

Liz Wiley, Marion Institute

Christine Smith, Marion Institute
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Goals

1. Provide an updated landscape of the
region’s food system assets,
incorporating broader primary
research and food economy
perspective.

2. Share progress since the 2014
assessment and current challenges.

3. ldentify intervention points where
policy can support an equitable and
sustainable food system for all in the
region.

4. Help raise awareness of
Southeastern Massachusetts’
context for contributing to statewide
and New England food system

planning work.

FOOD POLICY COUNCIL

Massachusetts Local Food Action Plan

1.

Increase production, sales and
consumption of Massachusetts-grown
foods;

Create jobs and economic opportunity in
food and farming, and improve the wages
and skills of food system workers;

Protect the land and water needed to
produce food, maximize environmental
benefits from agriculture, and ensure food
safety; and

Reduce hunger and food insecurity,
increase the availability of healthy food to

all residents, and reduce food waste.

@ SOUTHCOAST
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-  Afood system comprises how our food is produced, processed and
packaged, distributed, acquired, consumed and disposed of, or recovered.
This structure includes all people, animals, organizations, and resources that

work in an interconnected network to feed humanity.

- Food Policy Councils (FPCs) are organizations that look at the food system
in their area, make recommendations, and take actions to improve that food
system. FPCs key objectives are to: evaluate local food systems;
provide collaborative solutions to system problems; increase coordination of

food system resources; and advocate to create the needed changes.

@ SOUTHCOAST
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Food Policy Role
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FOOD

SYSTEM

© Northbound Ventures Consulting, LLC

FOOD POLICY COUNCIL

@ SOUTHCOAST

The food system both impacts
and is influenced by a variety
of other factors and systems
including the environment,
public health, and the
economy.

The benefit of a region having
a local food policy council is
that FPC's work in the outer
levels of are focused on the
long-term systemic changes
that need to be addressed in
order to elevate the direct
services of the inner, direct
services sectors (blue).
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New Bedford Fall River Bristol Plymouth  Norfolk  Massachusetts United States

Population 95239 | E9,388 561,037 SIS305 | 700437 6850553 | 324697795
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Key Takeaways
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Production / Harvesting

1,643 5— 2,277>—  90%=>—

FARMS (z:mzon PRINCIPAL  ssswie: FAMILY
PRODUCERS :<sc:9 OWNED

LR 99,688 ks MERAGEFARN 12E © 1 AGRE

(-8.0% from 2012)
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REGION'S AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCTS BY CATEGORY:

FITEEry
FASIrry

Nursery, Livestock,
Vegetables,
Greenhouse, Poultry,
Tree Nuts, . ; Potatoes,
Berries Floriculture, & Their 2 Melons
& Sod Products
TOP CROPS: Berries (specifically cranberries), TOP LIVESTOCK: Layers, broilers/other
Forage, Corn, and Vegetables meat-type chickens, and cattle/calves

@ SOUTHCOAST
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USE OF LANDNEARN: v
6,083 ACRES 22,435 ACRES 34,279 ACRES 36,891 ACRES

3T

PASTURE WOODLAND BUILOINGS, AOADS, ETG

12,422 acres (36%) in cranberries across 310 farms
3,648 acres idle (T1% increase over 2012)
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Key Takeaways I N ~ ‘

There is significant processing capacity on the

.
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Key Takeaways

sig Mt UMb

1 mile (urban)

supermarket and

Consumers would like more ...

Farmers markets / farm stands / support for farmers 23
Consumer awareness and education tools 17
Affordable fresh food 16
Community gardens 15
Transportation to/from food
Local food in grocery stores

Grocery stores/smaller markets
Acceptance of SNAP/EBT/WIC/HIP

tF
to SNAP oligible families and

nt

15



SNAP GAP

SNAP CAP %

| P 4
R
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FOOD INSECURITY BRISTOL Overall 9.8%, 54,720 people Children 12.1%, 14,060 children

NORFOLK Overall 5.9%, 41,100 people Children 4.6%, 6,810 children

Overall 6.1%, 31,400 people Children 7.7%, 8,640 children

PLYMOUTH

Average meal cost (three county average): $3.84

O

SNAP CAP AGE BREAKDOWN

SENIORS (65+)
12,745

CHILDREN (0-5)
15,575

ADULTS (19-64)
101,940

CHILDREN (6-18)
33,047

SNAP GAP TOTAL

SNAP ENROLLED: 196,912
TOTAL SNAP ELIGIBLE: 360,219
SNAP GAP: 163,307 (45%)

16
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https://foodfinder.marioninstitute.org

The Marion Institute’s Southcoast Food Policy Council’'s Food Finder is a
web-based app to use from phone or computer to find any kind of food, food
pantries, soup kitchens, farmers markets, farms, farm stands, mobile farm
markets, specialty stores and it shows who takes SNAP, HIP, WIC, senior

farmers market coupons.

Food Finder is the result of collaboration with UMass Dartmouth Professor
Tim Shea, Deirdre Healy at the Leduc Center for Civic Engagement, Paul

Constantine and Vorn Mom from Moonberry Tech.

@ SOUTHCOAST
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CHAPTER 4.
Food Loss & Waste
Reduction, Recovery,
and Recycling

Key Takeaways

Reducing organic waste and increasing food recovery

b ocal people, the environment, and the

aith's organics

nated 1.5 million to

llection has m

d of time (currently 2

statewade)

s In Southeastern Massachusetts

ood material

ng to redi

SeNhouse Qas emissions

farmers retain

avallable to the commaunity

op value a
about product labeling could
waste

vons for those donating

) help feed those in need

MARION
INSTITUTE

Reduce Wasted Food at the Source

Feed People in Need

Feed Animals

Create Compost
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Food Loss & Waste Reduction, Recovery, and Recycling
'I / PRODUCE GROWN IN THE 'I SITES SUPPORT DIVERTING ORGANIC 3 COMMUNITIES WITH A
U.S. REMAINS IN THE FIELD FOOD MATERIALS FROM THE LANDFILL COMPOST BIN PROGRAM

As of 2017, the MA 500 jobs in the state (150% increase since 2010)

Organics Waste Ban
had been credited with: 12 million tons of food waste diverted since inception of the ban

2x food waste collection rate (currently 2,900 customers statewide,
with at least 7% participation in the Southeastern Massachusetts region)

@ SOUTHCOAST
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CHAPTER 5.
Local Food Economy

Key Takeaways
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Total number of food and
beverage stores: 2,406

Total number of food
services and drinking
places: 7,364

Total number of food
manufacturing
businesses: 388

Total number of
agriculture, forestry,
fishing and hunting
entities: 940

Total wages: $5.7 Billion

Average monthly
employment: 208,871
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FARBE LABOR: --vvvveeeeeeeeeeessssssesesesiieiiissssssessesee e

DECREASED 14%

From 2012 to 2017, the number
of farms hiring labor decreased
from 695 to 595 (-14%)

4
36% VS 39%

Only 36% of farms in the
region reported hiring
farm labor in 2017
versus 39% in 2012

FOOD POLICY COUNCIL

)

DECREASED 18%

The number of workers
decreased from
3,371t0 2,763 (-18%)

[ZS%L

The Southeastern Massachusetts Region
represented roughly 21% of all hired farm
labor in the state of Massachusetts during
the 2017 Census of Agriculture, accounting
for nearly 25% of all farm wages statewide.

$

DOWN 3%
Wages paid were down
to $39,350,000 from
$40,729,000 (-3%)

['I|N4|_|

Of the 2,367 farms hiring
labor across the state,
approximately one in four
were located in the region.

@ SOUTHCOAST
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Key Takeaways

Access to land and land
tenure

prime agricuitu

farmiand affordable an

State legisiation aimed at increasing economic

DRI RO RGBS AT Has seenings Preservation of prime
may stretch those who grow, process, and delh e ‘ .
: ' agricultural land

1o consumers to afford labor without raising the cost
of food

Maintaining workin

sportant strateqy : . Tax implications for small
3 . : agricultural parcels

for farmers, ¢

climate change mitig

t':x.},i't’..am-g food security and access is a priority for \ . . Rig ht tO fa rm IaWS

Ing health equity. A program like HIP that

enables increased acc

BriwncoTls houssholow wivle suprioring tocel " e Climate change mitigation
Soil health

Minimum wage mandates
and labor

s to fresh fruits and vegetables

low to SUrm Oy

caused by current pe

Food access, food justice,
and health equity

Consumer and institutional
local food purchasing
incentives

Expanded food loss

reduction and recovery
strategies
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Have ideas?

See opportunities for policy to improve the

food system or address other determinants Southeastern Massachusett
FOOD SYSTEM ASSESSMENT

of food access, security, and public health?
We would love to hear from you.

Christine Smith csmith@marioninstitute.org
and 508-748-0816 x110

Liz Wiley lwiley@marioninstitute.org and
508-748-0816 x116

Food System Assessment:
https://www.marioninstitute.org/programs/sf
pc/food-system-assessment/
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