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Food System Assessment

https://www.marioninstitute.org/program

s/sfpc/food-system-assessment

https://www.marioninstitute.org/programs/sfpc/food-system-assessment
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Project Partners & Sponsors
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SFPC Community Advisory 
Board
• Adele Sands, Bristol County Agricultural High School

• John “Buddy” Andrade, Old Bedford Village 

Development Corp.

• Christine Sullivan, Coastline Elderly

• Courtney Shea, Southcoast Health

• Dale Leavitt Ph.D., Roger Williams University

• Darlene Dymsza, RDLDN, Greater New Bedford 

Community Health Center

• David Perry, Greater Fall River Community Food Pantry

• Deirdre Healy, UMass Dartmouth Office Leduc Center 

for Civic Engagement

• Emily Breen, Massachusetts Community Health 

and Healthy Aging Funds

• Erin Hovan, Rochester Resident 

• Fran Hutchison, Massachusetts Senior Action Council

• Gioia Maria Persuitte, MPA, New Bedford Health 

Department

• Ian Abreu, City of New Bedford

• Ivan Brito, M.O. L.I.F.E., Inc.

• Jacob Miller, Senator Mark Montigny

• James McKeag, Mass Development

• Jowaun Gamble, Community Youth Empowerment

• Karen Schwalbe, SEMAP

• Leimary Llopiz, YWCA Southeastern MA

• Lisa Rahn, YMCA Southcoast

• Marissa Perez-Dormitzer, Greater New Bedford 

Regional Refuse Management District

• Pam Kuechler, PACE

• Peter Muise, Resident of Marion, Massachusetts

• Rob Shaheen, New Bedford Public Schools

• Sarah Labossiere, City of Fall River

• Stephanie Perks, Coastal Foodshed

• Stephanie Taylor, Martha's Vineyard Vegan Society Inc.

• Victoria Grasela, United Way of Greater New Bedford

• Wendy Garf-Lipp, United Neighbors of Fall River

• Liz Wiley, Marion Institute

• Christine Smith, Marion Institute
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Project Purpose

Goals

1. Provide an updated landscape of the 

region’s food system assets, 

incorporating broader primary 

research and food economy 

perspective.

2. Share progress since the 2014 

assessment and current challenges.

3. Identify intervention points where 

policy can support an equitable and 

sustainable food system for all in the 

region.

4. Help raise awareness of 

Southeastern Massachusetts’ 

context for contributing to statewide 

and New England food system 

planning work.

Massachusetts Local Food Action Plan

1. Increase production, sales and 

consumption of Massachusetts-grown 

foods;

2. Create jobs and economic opportunity in 

food and farming, and improve the wages 

and skills of food system workers;

3. Protect the land and water needed to 

produce food, maximize environmental 

benefits from agriculture, and ensure food 

safety; and

4. Reduce hunger and food insecurity, 

increase the availability of healthy food to 

all residents, and reduce food waste.
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Key Definitions

• A food system comprises how our food is produced, processed and 

packaged, distributed, acquired, consumed and disposed of, or recovered. 

This structure includes all people, animals, organizations, and resources that 

work in an interconnected network to feed humanity. 

• Food Policy Councils (FPCs) are organizations that look at the food system 

in their area, make recommendations, and take actions to improve that food 

system. FPCs key objectives are to: evaluate local food systems; 

provide collaborative solutions to system problems; increase coordination of 

food system resources; and advocate to create the needed changes. 
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Food Policy Role
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The food system both impacts 
and is influenced by a variety 
of other factors and systems 
including the environment, 
public health, and the 
economy.

The benefit of a region having 
a local food policy council is 
that FPC’s work in the outer 
levels of are focused on the 
long-term systemic changes 
that need to be addressed in 
order to elevate the direct 
services of the inner, direct 
services sectors (blue). 
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Select Regional Demographics
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Just as there are clear 
differences among cities and 
towns within a single county,
so too do neighborhoods vary 
within a given city or town.
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SNAP GAP
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Food System Assessment: 
Access
https://foodfinder.marioninstitute.org

The Marion Institute’s Southcoast Food Policy Council’s Food Finder is a 

web-based app to use from phone or computer to find any kind of food, food 

pantries, soup kitchens, farmers markets, farms, farm stands, mobile farm 

markets, specialty stores and it shows who takes SNAP, HIP, WIC, senior 

farmers market coupons. 

Food Finder is the result of collaboration with UMass Dartmouth Professor 

Tim Shea, Deirdre Healy at the Leduc Center for Civic Engagement, Paul 

Constantine and Vorn Mom from Moonberry Tech.

https://foodfinder.marioninstitute.org/
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Food System Assessment
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• Total number of food and 
beverage stores: 2,406

• Total number of food 
services and drinking 
places: 7,364

• Total number of food 
manufacturing 
businesses: 388

• Total number of 
agriculture, forestry, 
fishing and hunting 
entities: 940

• Total wages: $5.7 Billion

• Average monthly 
employment: 208,871
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Food System Assessment: 
Economy
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• Access to land and land 
tenure

• Preservation of prime 
agricultural land

• Tax implications for small 
agricultural parcels

• Right to farm laws

• Climate change mitigation

• Soil health

• Minimum wage mandates 
and labor

• Food access, food justice, 
and health equity

• Consumer and institutional 
local food purchasing 
incentives

• Expanded food loss 
reduction and recovery 
strategies
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Contact information

Have ideas?

See opportunities for policy to improve the 
food system or address other determinants 
of food access, security, and public health? 
We would love to hear from you.

Christine Smith csmith@marioninstitute.org
and 508-748-0816 x110

Liz Wiley lwiley@marioninstitute.org and 
508-748-0816 x116

Food System Assessment: 
https://www.marioninstitute.org/programs/sf
pc/food-system-assessment/

mailto:csmith@marioninstitute.org
mailto:lwiley@marioninstitute.org
https://www.marioninstitute.org/programs/sfpc/food-system-assessment/

